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Pastor’s Page January 2012 

        
The Pre-School Inn Keeper and Mary Rewrite the Story 

OR  
An Epiphany in Advent 

 
During Advent, I had the fun of reenacting the story of the birth of Jesus with the children of our 
nursery school.  I try to do this each year but this year it was different.    The children were so excited 
that they were kind of all over the place.  But, there were two moments that the nature of faith and the 
kingdom of heaven burst out of these tiny children with pure loving hearts.    

 
I had the angels and shepherds all in their places, well not really but they were at least close.  The kings were standing in 
the middle of the center aisle.  It was time to start the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.  Somehow I had 
mistakenly choosen a silent inn keeper.  This  is not good because he has a key line.  We rehearsed, “There is no room in 
the inn.”  Usually it is wonderful and makes a great point.  Theologically we have made a big deal of Jesus having to be 
born in the least important place in Bethlehem.  Our preschool innkeeper has no interest In speaking his line, but still 
wants to be the inn keeper.  I decide to move ahead even though the inn keeper is too shy to speak .    
 
I start telling the story of the journey that Mary and Joseph make to Bethlehem and I say to Joseph,  “Ok, Joseph, you 
knock on the door.”  Joseph answers, “No.” …. I am a little startled but I ask him again,  “Oh, Joseph, won’t you knock on 
the door.”  He answers again, “No.” …..   So…I turn to Mary and say, “Mary, do you want to knock on the door.”  She says, 
“No.”. . . . . . . . I decide to take things into my own hands and I knock on the door for them.   Then prompted by me, 
Joseph asks, ,  “Can we stay here.”    Remember the silent inn keeper?  He speaks. . . . and says,  “YES.”  The inn keeper 
says “yes! “  
 
 I look into his eyes and childlike face.  This young child would not say no to anyone.  Someone needs a place to stay and 
he lets them in.  He has a place in his heart for the homeless, the needy and those who ask for help.  I am  touched.   So 
we go with the flow and the inn keeper takes Mary and Joseph to the manger.  Mary picks up the baby Jesus wrapped in 
a soft white cloth.    I repeat the words of the story as little blue eyed, blond haired Mary cradles the baby in her arms,  
“While they were there, it came time for Mary to give birth to the baby, she wrapped him in swaddling cloths and layed 
him in the manger because there was no room in the inn....”  (this is the part I needed to rewrite) 
 
  I looked at Mary and said,  “OK, lay the baby in the manger.”   Mary looked up me, smiled and shook her head . . . . . no.   
I stumbled again and said, “Don’t you want to lay Jesus in the manger?”   She smiled, pulled Jesus closer and tighter to 
herself and smiled and shook her head . . .  .no.   She could no more lay down the baby than I expect Mary the mother of 
our Lord wanted to.   (this is the second rewrite) 
 
 When you have a baby, you want to hold them.  You want to hug them, let them grab your finger with their tiny hand 
and kiss their head.  When Jesus comes into our lives we need to hold onto Him as tenderly and lovingly as our preschool 
Mary.  When we allow the Spirit of our Lord to drive our actions we will have a heart like the inn keeper who could not 
say no to Mary and Joseph.   
 
You have to know that I am sitting in my office writing this and the face of these two children are burned into my mind 
and heart.  They had an aire of innocence and honesty.  They forced me to understand that when God comes into the 
world, when He parks Himself in my heart, when I share His story, everything changes.   
 



This is my Epiphany. (A sudden intuitive leap of understanding, especially through an ordinary but striking occurrence.)  
God’s love changes everything.   Today, we know who Jesus is, so of course we will find room for Him in the inn, but 
more importantly, in our hearts, our lives, our school, our work and whereever we are.  The preschool Mary could not let 
the baby Jesus out of her arms and hopefully she will never let Him be out of her life.  Today we also know the Jesus of 
the sermon on the mount, the Jesus who healed the sick, the Jesus who hung on the cross and was raised from the dead 
and the Jesus who, after His resurrection, the Jesus who said to us all and the whole creation, “Peace be with you.” 
 
This is my Epiphany…God’s love changes everything.    He helps me overcome fear and doubt.  He allows me to rewrite 
the Christmas story and rewrite my own future.   He leaps into the center of my chaos and rescues me from myself and 
my shortcomings.  He daily convinces me that while my “outer nature is wasting away, my inner nature is being renewed 
everyday.” 
 
Welcome to Epiphany.  God is active and alive in the world.  Watch for Him.   
 
Have your own Epiphany. (A sudden intuitive leap of understanding, especially through an ordinary but striking 
occurrence.)  . . . . and from Jesus to me to you . . . . “Peace be with you.” 
 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Niel 


 

A Note From Peg – 
 

 

                                           He has made everything beautiful. 
                                                                        ~ Ecclesiastes 3:11 ~ 

                       

 

 I was driving to work here at the church a short while ago.  It had just snowed 
overnight.  Not a lot – just enough to make things beautiful but not too much as to 
make the roads treacherous. The sun was now shining and making everything 
glisten. I felt happy. I had gotten a lot of things accomplished the evening before and 
had gotten to bed at a decent time so that I could get up and work out before  
getting ready to leave for work.  I was looking forward to the next couple of weeks and spending time with my 
kids and other family members for the Christmas holiday.  I turned on the radio and a song called “A Beautiful 
Day” by U2 was playing.  It’s a great song: “The heart is a bloom…shoots up through the stony ground”.  Great 
song.  A couple of days later it was cold and raining.  I had slept badly the night before because of all that I 
needed to do and hadn’t had time to accomplish and the pressure that created in me.  The day before at work 
had been full of people in need – frustrated because they were struggling financially and needed food, help 
with their fuel bills, Christmas presents for their kids, assistance with medical bills, you name it – and taking 
their frustrations out on me.  I wasn’t sure what to expect from the day before me as a result.  The news that 
morning had been particularly bad with violence everywhere according to the newscasters. 
 

 As I drove along I thought about the contrast of the second morning with the first that I just described 
and how things can turn on a dime.  I remembered back to the song from that morning before and tried 
humming it and replaying the words to see if it would help my mood. “See the bird with the leaf in her 
mouth…after the flood all the colors came out…it’s a beautiful day…don’t let it get away.” 
 

 I have often pondered the mysteries of God’s beauty and I certainly have celebrated beautiful days in 
my own life and the lives of others.  As I sat there and thought about the words to the song, I realized that, in 
Him, the simplest days really are beautiful, that He’s there on the ugly ones, too, and that He does return 
beauty for destruction.  
 



 So what did that mean for me on that day? It means that for me, just as for anyone else, a beautiful day 
is a choice.  It’s a decision we make every day – to trust that God is there – among all our weaknesses, hurts, 
and failures. He makes everything beautiful. He is still with us, in our best moments as well as in our ugly ones. 
And He always will be. 
 

 I wish you all a Happy New Year filled with beautiful days! 
 

       ‗Til next month, 

       Peg 

 

 
 

Music & Worship  

 

 Happy New Year from the Music and Worship Committee!  It is hard to believe we are 

in 2012 already!  Here's hoping Everyone made it through the holidays with angels singing 

"Hallelujah" and ending it with a "Silent Night." 

 

 As we bring in the New Year, we are observing the wonderful liturgical festival known as EPIPHANY!  

It starts on January 6 and goes through Lent.  Epiphany celebrates Jesus revealing Himself to the world 

and His people as Christ, God Incarnate and King of Kings!  Knowing that we cannot come to Him, God 

took initiative and came to us by becoming one of us.  The Most Holy takes on human flesh in order to 

reveal His salvation to the world.  January 6th itself commemorates the arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem to 

worship the Messiah, and bring him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matt2:1-12).  These wise men 

are considered to be representatives of all the people of the earth.  By means of a miraculous star, God 

showed them that Jesus was born to be not only the King of Jews, but the Lord and Savior of all nations.  

What a great way to start of the New Year! 
 

 We have a lot of exciting activities this year and are looking forward to the visit of Bishop Seizer on 

April 29th.  That Sunday will be filled with great worship, fellowship and of course music! The Jr. and Sr. 

Choirs will be performing and if anyone is interested in performing that day please see me or George 

Radloff. Let us show the Bishop how wonderful Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is! 

 

 This year also commemorates the 20th year of the new building.  More information is to follow on 

how we can make this day a special event. Any ideas, please let us know! 

 

Margo Tlusty 
Music & Worship Chair 
 
 
     

        SOUP FELLOWSHIP & COMMUNION 
                      Wednesday, January 4th at 6:30 PM 

 

 

 Come and share a warm bowl of soup with us.  Our Soup Supper begins at 6:30 PM with a 
Communion Service immediately following.  Bring soup, or bread, or salad, or dessert to share.  This is a 
great opportunity to share a meal in the fellowship of friends, sing some songs and gather together for 
communion.   

 
ALL ARE WELCOME!   SEE YOU THERE! 



 
 

Women of Holy Trinity ~  
We are part of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
 

 
SCHEDULE  for January:   SCHEDULE  for  February:   
        Mon.,  January   2 – Crafts & Fellowship  
      Mon.,  January   9 – Crafts & Fellowship  
      Mon.,  January 16 – NO MEETING ~ Martin                        
                                       Luther King Jr. Holiday 
      Mon.,  January 23 – Crafts & Fellowship 
      Mon., January 30 – Crafts & Fellowship 

       Mon., February    6 – Crafts & Fellowship  
       Mon., February 13 – Crafts & Fellowship  
       Mon., February 20 – NO MEETING ~  
                                       President’s Day 
       Mon., February 27 – Crafts & Fellowship 

   

~  Join us on Mondays between 1:00 – 3:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
We are so thankful to all who helped and purchased items from our Christmas Craft Sale.  The 
success of this event has made it possible for us to donate funds to the Fuel Fund, the Food Pantry, 
Sunday School and Youth Group.  
 

 We will continue to meet on Mondays in January & February unless the weather is bad or 
threatening.  You can call the office at 828-7411. 
 
 


 
 

 

Mission Support: 
 
In this year’s envelope boxes there is a Missions envelope each month.  As 
our budget is currently constructed, the only donations that will go to the 
work of the ELCA are what you and I put in these envelopes.  Our synod 
bishop has requested that we do our best to allocate about $7,000 from our 
giving to the work of the ELCA.  These funds go to support missionaries in 
more than 50 countries, seminaries to train pastors, funds to start new 
churches and the administration of the church. 
 
We as a congregation have often been the recipient of ELCA mission funds.   We have only given around 
$3,000.00 in 2011.    
 
I am asking that you regularly consider using the envelopes to support the wider mission of the church. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Pastor Niel 
God’s Work…Our Hands 



     

NEW FORMAT FOR THE POCONOTES 
 
       Beginning in January we will be sending out our monthly newsletter, the  

 

Poconotes, on line.   We will still provide the newsletter by mail to those who do not have access to a 
computer and copies will be available to pick up in the church lobby each month. 
 

      There are several reasons for deciding to take this course for our mailing: 
 

1. Many people who use their computer daily prefer this method over using a “hard copy” 
which might get lost in the shuffle of everyday mail. 

2. We can reduce the expense of printing the Poconotes that now includes about 4,500 pages per 
month for ink and copy costs.   

3. The cost for postal fees would also be reduced. 
4. We can increase our readership by using email, facebook, and our website to distribute the 

electronic version. 
5. We will be able to make use of technologies such as links, photos and interactive 

opportunities. 
6. The Poconotes is now mailed out by “Bulk Mailing” at the Milford Post Office.  Therefore, it 

may arrive to households later that expected.  (Many people did not even receive their December 
Poconotes as late as December 20th.)  Online mailing will get information out to you much faster. 

7. There will be more information on the online version, than the printed version. 
 

      In January we will send out the Poconotes both by mail and through the internet.  Our plan is to 
get e-mails of those who wish to receive their newsletter by internet.  In February we will give 
people the choice of receiving the Poconotes by mail or electronically. 
 

      By doing this, we will reduce the expense of producing our newsletter.  We also will make the 
newsletter much more available to others who visit our website and facebook page, but are not on 
our mailing list.  Hopefully this outreach to others will help spread God’s message of love to others, 
and to inform them of the programs and upcoming events we have here at Holy Trinity. 
 
      To get your emailed edition of the Poconotes, please send an email to poconotes@gmail.com.  
Please let us know if you would like to receive: 
 

1. the email version 
2. USPS mail version  
3. Email and USPS versions 
4. You will pick up your copy in the narthex of the church. 

 
      Also, for those of you, who email their reports for the Poconotes, please also send it to 
poconotes@gmail.com 
 

     A BIG Thank you goes out to Jean Tjornhom, who is helping with this transition to our online 
Poconotes. 



 
 
 



mailto:poconotes@gmail.com


 

HOLY TRINITY  

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS 

               The month of December has come and gone in the blink of an eye.  Our preschoolers 
spent time making Christmas crafts, decorations and a special gift for their families.  For the 
start of Advent, Miss Andrea told us the story of baby Jesus' birth in Bethlehem.   We lit the 

 

First Advent candle and helped set up the Nativity pieces for the Manger scene in the lobby of the church.  Our 
December Chapel was exciting as we helped Pastor Niel recreate the Nativity Story and we sang "Away in the Manger" 
for our families. 
  

                As our countdown to Christmas grew closer, Santa made a surprise visit at our Christmas party with gifts for all.  
Everyone was excited to sit on Santa's lap and get a picture taken.  The children enjoyed their goodies and exchanged 
cards, as choruses of "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" were heard throughout our school.  A big Thank You to all of our 
parents who sent in the yummy treats and snacks for us to share. 
  

                We have many fun-filled days ahead in January, so keep your newsletters handy.  We wish you all a healthy and 
Happy New Year! 

 Miss Julie, 3 Year Olds Assistant Teacher 
 

   

IMPORTANT REMINDER . . . PLEASE ~ NO PEANUT BUTTER PRODUCTS.  

We have two children who are allergic to peanut butter.  
 

 JANUARY NURSERY SCHOOL SCHEDULE - Wear your school shirt for trips & chapel. 
 

1/3  -  School Reopens  after Winter Recess.. 

1/3  -  Tuition Due - $90.00 for January. 

1/9  -  Nursery School Chapel - 9:15 AM.  Wear your school shirt.  All Parents are invited. 

1/16-  School Closed – Martin Luther King, Jr’s Birthday. 

1/17-  Mickey Mouse Day - It’s “M” week & we will bring in stuffed animals of Mickey Mouse or Disney  

           characters to make a fun day.  Parade at 11:15 AM  

1/19 - Mail Box Day – We will Mail letters to our friends at Nursery School for M-week.             

 

 

NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATIONS for 2012-2013 
 

 
      In the later part of January, please be sure to watch your mail for the 2012-2013 Registration Forms.  If your child is in 
the 3 Year Olds Class, you will be mailed a form.  Class Assignments are recorded on a first come, first served basis.  We 
look forward to having your child in our program for the 2012-13 school year.  

  
       
 


 

 

1
st

 COMMUNION SCHEDULE 
 

     There will be a 6-week course for all 5th Graders to learn about the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

which will finish up in March.  Class participants & families are asked to make note of the following 

dates: 
 

1st Communion Classes 

    + February 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, March 4th, and 11th  

       +  9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  

 
 

Spaghetti Dinner for Class Members & Families  

     + Thursday, March 15th in the Fellowship Hall. 

     + 4:30 PM ~ Youth from class prepare dinner for their families & meet with Pastor. 

     + 6:00 PM ~ Families are invited to join us for dinner. 

  

1st Communion Sunday 

     + March 18th  at the 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM Services.  

        (On this date, those youth who have taken the “Come To God’s Table” class will be taking     

         Communion for the first time at the regular Communion Service.) 



GOOD SAMARITAN WINTER WATCH 
 

The Outreach committee is looking for some volunteers to reach out to 
people who might get home bound during bad winter weather. 
 
The first line of communication would be to call people on a prepared list 
of those who might have the most difficulty dealing with a storm or bad 
weather. 
 

The second line would be to ask some people with 4WD vehicles to 
volunteer to deliver items that might be needed like bread, milk, 
water and prescriptions. 
 
If you would like to be a part of the GOOD SAMARITAN WINTER 
WATCH TEAM, watch for the sign up sheet in the lobby.    
 
If you would like to be on the list of people we contact during a storm, 
you can sign up on the Winter Watch Hotline List. 

 
 
 
 

~ OUTREACH COMMITTEE ~     
 

                   Thank you to everyone who contributed to the ANGEL TREE project. Your 

generosity generated $1,200.00.  These funds were presented to families in our 

community. 
  
 

 We were able to send over 100 Christmas Cards to wounded veterans at the Walter Reade Hospital.  Thank you 

for helping with this caring outreach project. 
 

 BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND – Tony from the Good Health Pharmacy will visit us on Sunday, February 12, 

2012.  He will review and answer any questions about your medications.  
 

 Hospitality Committee News:  Volunteers are available to provide a ride to the store or a doctor’s appointment.  

Please call the church office in order to be paired up with one of our volunteers.  Thank you to all the volunteers who will 

be helping with this ministry.  
 

 Blood Pressure Screenings are on the first Sunday of each month between services in the upstairs classroom.  Be 

sure to take advantage of this service. 
 

 Grocery store Coupons for Veterans are still being collected.  We will take out-dated coupons.  Coupons do not 

need to be separated.  There is a list of items on the table in the lobby that would be helpful for our troops who are currently 

serving overseas.  
 

 We are always looking for new members and new ideas for the Outreach Committee. Please join us.  Hope to see 

you on January 17, 2012 at 12:00 noon for our next committee meeting.  Bring your lunch.  If you cannot make the 

meeting, please share any interest or ideas with Caroline Heiselman or Jim Carey. 

 
 

      Caroline Heiselman and Jim Carey     

      Outreach Committee Chairpersons  
 

 

 



 

Thank You’s . . . 
 
+  To Sharon Subjin for arranging the beautiful planters at the doors to the church. 

+  To George Kanfer for preaching on December 12th when Pastor Niel was away on Synod business. 

+  To EVERYONE who participated in this year‘s Live Nativity.  The night was perfect and we had a record 

attendance.  About 60 of  

our  youth put on a fantastic performance.  Lutheran Men in Mission also took part in the field to supervise the 

torches.  Danny Scerbo & Jon Ramirez were our sound technicians and Taylor Vasconi was our MC.  Amanda Schatzle sang ―We Three 

Kings‖.  It also took many volunteers to set up and clean up after the event, as well as enable the performance and refreshment time to run 

smoothly.  Thanks to ALL of you.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans donated funds to help cover the cost of live animals, staging expenses, 

pizza for the actors and donuts & hot chocolate following the performance.   

+  To Ed Ibold for getting the hay for our Live Nativity. 

+  To EVERYONE who baked and bought those yummy Christmas treats for our Cookie Walk.  Caroline Heiselman came up with this idea which 

was a huge success.  Everyone is already talking about next year‘s Cookie Walk.   

+  To ALL THOSE who purchased craft items from the Women of Holy Trinity (WELCA) at their Christmas Craft Sale.  They donated $500 to the 

Fuel Fund and $100 to Sunday School. 

+  To Jerry Boudreau for fixing the door to the Fellowship Hall. 

+  To ALL THOSE who donated towards our Angel Tree.  Almost $1,000 was raised to help children in need to have gifts under their Christmas 

tree this year. 

+  To Dawn McEvoy for another wonderful Sunday School Pageant.  Dawn writes the program each year and it always gets better & better.  Over 

150 were in attendance in the audience to watch our Sunday School children perform.  Our Jr. Choir sang several songs lead by Raycharlyn 

Krasulski.  George Radloff enlisted many of our youth to play instruments.  We had pianists, string instruments, bells, guitars, brass 

instruments, drums, and several vocalists.  Kristi LicCausi once again did an amazing job as our MC.  The performance ended with a 

reenactment of the birth of Jesus and the choir singing ―Go Tell It On The Mountain.‖  A big Thank You also goes out to Art McEvoy who was 

our sound technician for the evening.   

+  To the Mom‘s & Dad‘s who helped with our Christmas Pageant Rehearsal ~ Organizing & handing out costumes, making chicken nuggets and 

nacho‘s & cheese to feed our performers, and cleaning up afterwards.  They also helped with dressing the children 

 in their costumes for the performance. 

+  To the Church Band ~ Art McEvoy, Dan Scerbo & Wes Lambert ~ for sharing their talents each month at the Family Service and for playing at 

the Christmas Eve Service. 

+  To Jerry Boudreau for replacing all the lights in the lobby. 

+  To Ruth Barish, Helga Radloff & Sue Urmston for folding the church bulletins all year…especially at Christmas.  

+  To Jean Tjornhom for helping with the new format for the online church newletter (the Poconotes).  

+  To Eileen McGowan, Andrew Simmons, Sara Simmons, Joe Simmons, Sean Simmons, Jane Gildea, and Kimberly Gildea for participating in 

this year‘s CROPWALK in October.  Altogether they raised a total of $707.00 and most of that will be donated back to our food pantry here at 

Holy Trinity. 

+  A very big Thank You to Miss Eileen for all her help at church and in the food pantry while Miss Peg was away in December.  

+  Miss Peg would like to thank her Holy Trinity family for the very generous Christmas gift – this is in addition to the gift of being able to work and 

worship with everyone here.  I am truly blessed. 

+  Many, Many Thanks to the Church Office Staff & Volunteers ~ Andrea, Dawn, Peg, Eileen & Jean ~ who continually are at work making things 

run smoothly at Holy Trinity. 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Family,               
 

        Andrea and I thank you for your very generous Christmas gift.  Your 

support and love are so very important to us.  We know that we are truly 

blessed by having you all in our lives. 
 

        God Bless You All ~ 

                                                Pastor Niel & Andrea 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                       
 

 

At Holy Trinity we have four different youth groups.  See which one is for YOU!… 

  JELYO … Jr. Evangelical Lutheran Youth Organization – Grades 2 – 5 (Saturday’s once a month) 

         MLYF … Middle Lutheran Youth Fellowship – Grades 6 – 8 (Confirmation Class Youth) 

    LYF …… Lutheran Youth Fellowship – Grades 8 – 12 

                    LYF/Life…… Life after LYF – Post high school 
 

Jan. 8: Pancake Breakfast – 8:30 AM – 11:30 AM. Supporting our Youth Program. 
 

Jan. 8: Confirmation Class – 12:00 Noon  

(Sun.)  MLYF Youth Group - 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM. Games & Pizza (Bring $2.00) 
  

Jan. 8: LYF Youth Group – 6 PM – 8 PM. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall for  

    games & snacks. 
 

Jan.21: JELYO Snow Tubing @ Wilson Hill –Leaving the church at 10:00 AM.  

(Sat.)  * Dress warm and bring your sled. Family & friends are invited.  

  * If there’s no snow we’ll play games in the Fellowship Hall. 

  * Please sign-up so if there is a change of plans I can contact you.  
 

Jan 21- 22:  Confirmation Class Lock-in – Grades 6~8 (MLYF)  Starts Saturday at 5:00 PM, Cost 

$20.00 (Sat. - Sun.) for meals & materials.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board.    
 

Feb. 5: Meatball Hero Sale – Supporting our Youth Program.  $3.50 each. 
 

Feb. 5: First Holy Communion Class Begins  - Sundays at 9:00 AM during  

(Sun.)   Sunday School.  A sign-up sheet will go up & letters will go out.   
   

Mar. 18: First Communion Sunday – During the 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM services.   

 
 

A Big Thank you  
I would like to thank everyone for all the cards and gifts you have given me this 

holiday seasons.   I am truly blessed to be part of the Holy Trinity Family and wish 
everyone a safe and happy new year.  

      Love,    “Miss Dawn” 
 

 

 
Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, January 8 

We really appreciate all the people who help support our youth by 

participating in the Pancake Breakfast and Meatball Hero Sale.  Our 

youth group is a wonderful group of young adults that enjoy the 

fellowship and support given at our youth events.   

 

Holy Trinity Youth Rock! 

 
Meatball Hero Sale 

Sunday, February 5 



 
 

A Gift of Life 

 

Hi.  My name is Jan Hurwitz.  I am married to Phil Hurwitz.  We own our computer services 
company based out of Milford.  We are more well known as the owners of the former Pike 
Online, the company that put Pike County on the Internet Road Map. 
  

 Almost six years ago, Phil incurred an automobile accident.  Since then we have spent countless hours traveling 
and consulting with what now seems to be countless doctors at medical facilities as far as 2,500 miles from Pike County.  
Trying to get Phil a cure or, at the very least, relief from the injuries that he suffered on that fateful day.  During this 
process we were advised that Phil had something called “ARVD” which is a type of cardiomyopathy (www.arvd.org).  It is 
a rare heart condition that apparently he was genetically predisposed to have.  At about the same time Phil was being 
diagnosed with this disease, his sister (who had been diagnosed some years prior) was entering the Heart Transplant 
Program at the Medical Center at the University of Miami.  About March of this year, Phil underwent his most major 
surgery yet.  Since that time he was diagnosed with Congestive Heart Failure.  The latest diagnosis is not attributed to 
the normal age related symptoms, but with ARVD. 
 

 We understand that at any given time there are at least 110,000 people on the organ transplant waiting list 
around the Nation.  There are many rules that apply to getting chosen for this program.  One of them is an age cut off.  
My husband is now over 70 and the Johns Hopkins program only accepts exceptional cases in their Heart Transplant 
Program for people over the age of 70.  Knowing that this is a long shot, we applied for Phil at the Heart Transplant 
Center at Johns Hopkins.  In September of this year the Johns Hopkins Heart Transplant program refused him solely 
because of his age.  (I want you to know that we are not giving up.  But this letter is not about us.) 
 

 Approximately two and a half years ago, Phil’s sister had her heart transplant.  Even though she was many miles 
away, we sweated out the entire process with her.  She underwent heart transplant surgery.  Today she is doing fine. 
 

 Recently I read the well written article in the newspaper of a young Pike County teenager, Christopher Sommers, 
who shares my husband’s illness.  I read the plea for money to help this family and I see the many demonstrations of 
assistance to help this family through this trying time. 
 

 Phil and I know first hand what this family is going through.  We know the pain of not knowing if your loved one 
is going to make it.  The costs involved in going from doctor to doctor for help.  The costs involved in hotel rooms, food, 
care for other family members while you are away at long distance hospitals.  We know first hand the worry of juggling 
your job, or business in our care, through such times. 
 

 With Phil’s sister’s heart transplant journey we felt the pit in our stomachs knowing that we may be losing our 
loved one.  We felt the pit in our stomachs knowing that, if a heart comes up that was compatible for her, someone 
else’s pain would be our miracle. 
 

 We know first hand what the Sommer’s family is going through.  We are proud of the people of Pike County for 
coming together as a family of sorts to support this family in their time of need with fund raisers and money. 
 

 I would like to say, however, while your money, fundraisers and moral support are incredibly important to the 
Sommer’s family at this time, there is one more thing that you can do to support them that is just as import…maybe 
more so.  Become an Organ Donor. 
 

 As of September of this year, doctors were able to perform 21,354 organ transplants from this priceless gift that 
came from 10,556 people.  (http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/) 
 

 Before Phil’s sister’s heart transplant, neither Phil nor I would have ever considered joining the Organ Donor 
program.  This program is something that you sign up for at the DMV.  Once you have joined, your license will have the 
words “Organ Donor” in green on it.  We did this because we are grateful for the miracle our family has received. 
 

 In closing, I am challenging you to give Christopher Sommers and his family another gift.  Pre-give the gift you 
never planned on giving . . . Because all the money in the world will not help without organ donors. 
 

      Jan Hurwitz 
 

P.S. . . .  If I see a long line this Thursday at the DMV in town with people adding Organ Donor to their license,  
 it would put a big smile on my face. 

http://www.arvd.org/
http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/


 

January Birthdays  
 

    

        1\1 Brian Bird 1\5 Bill Kovell 1\16 Wes Lambert 1\23 Jonathan Tjornhom 

1\1 Cole Chamberlin 1\5 Leah O'Brien 1\16 Laura Curchoe 1\23 Quinn Muldoon 

1\1 Ryan LiCausi 1\5 Erin Velez 1\16 Kaitlyn Rozanski 1\25 Nicole Gilbert 

1\2 Kelly Sanborn 1\6 William Arnold 1\16 Sabrina Marx 1\25 Angus Muttee 

1\2 Alexis Lambert 1\6 Margo Tlusty 1\16 Lisa Hinck 1\26 Andrew Klotz 

1\2 Kimberly Gilbert 1\8 Tamara Corrieri 1\17 Hope Franz 1\26 Nicole Galimi 

1\2 Matthew Chabak 1\8  Nancy Cassel 1\17 Kole Janda 1\26 Chad Donlon 

1\2 Angelleigh DeTroy 1\9 Kiana Ramirez 1\17 Angelica Gutter 1\26 Michael Donlon 

1\2 Jenna Zuelch 1\11 Bob Christian 1\18 William Bertsch 1\27 Ana Kolenet 

1\3 Karen Brancy 1\11 Edward DeTroy 1\19 Robin Blatzheim 1\28 Suzanne Acker 

1\3 Barbara Hupfer 1\12 Maria Walker 1\19 Janet McKenna 1\28 George Nekich 

1\3 Christopher Schatzle 1\12 Mackenzie Magie 1\19 Karen LiCausi 1\29 Sandy Manheim 

1\4 Denise Arnold 1\13 Melissa Yadanza 1\20 Ellen Polyi 1\30 Don Hubbard 

1\4 Karin Slack 1\14 Matthew Bowker 1\22 Ernest Soehl, Jr. 1\30 Jimmy Bulkley 

1\4 Kyle Chabak 1\15  Kristian Venery 1\22 Kristopher Kremsner 

  
        

E  E  E  E  E  E  E  E 

I If you sign up to have flowers ordered for the Altar, they MUST be paid for prior to your  scheduled Sunday. 

 

$30.00 per arrangement.  Checks payable to Holy Trinity.   

  
        Altar Flowers: 

      
12\18      Thank You.  We will miss you.  ~ From Don, Lisa & Anna Wingard.

                 

 

 
     

2012 ~ CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN OUR BUILDING 
 

Bishop Zeiser preaches at Holy Trinity 
Sunday, April 29th 

 

 
 2012 marks our 20th year in our new church building.  We moved from the little white church down 
the road, which is now the district court building, to our much bigger present site.  Since December of 1992 
our church has certainly grown in so many ways.  Because of the additional space, we have been able to 
increase our programming to Sunday School, youth groups, food pantry, and community outreach to name a 
few.  Our sanctuary space, although sometimes overflowing into the lobby, is much more comfortable and 
welcoming. 
 
 Be sure to mark April 29th on your calendar.  Bishop Samuel Zeiser, the bishop of the ELCA Northeast 
PA Synod, will be coming to visit us here at Holy Trinity to lead us in worship as part of our celebration year.  
Watch for more information in upcoming newsletters. 



 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - Financial Statistics  November-11    
          

Operating Account: November-11  Monthly  Fiscal YTD 3 Months YTD  
 Actual  Budget  Actual  Budget  

Starting Balance 2,201.35      1,355.89   

Bishops Staff 1,287.50   1,375 3,862.50   4,125  
ELCA-Missions 250.00   500 731.00   1,500  
Envelopes 12,003.00   9,042 32,956.00   27,125  
Plate 2,502.00   1,333 5,748.00   4,000  
Simply Giving 2,374.50   2,375 7,286.00   7,125  
Special 686.50   2,333 3,799.45   7,000  
Sunday School 53.56   125 190.06   375  

Total Income   19,157.06 17,083    54,573.01 51,250  

Church 3,431.92   2,445 8,363.53   7,334  
Life & Mission 1,977.07   2,029 4,815.50   6,088  
Ministry 6,204.19   6,913 21,015.64   20,738  
Office 1,315.21   977 3,822.61   2,931  
Parsonage 1,222.80   350 1,623.78   1,050  
Staff 4,743.86   4,370 13,824.48   13,109  

Total Expenses   (18,895.05) 17,083    (53,465.54) 51,250  
Ending Balance  2,463.36      2,463.36   

            

            

Mortgage Balance 75,838.02      Memorial Account:    

Mortgage Fund:       Starting Balance  18,089.13  
Starting Balance 5,337.79      Income  4,824.59  
Income 2,476.00      Interest  3.06  
Expenses (2,500.00)      Expenses  (10,209.92)  
Ending Balance 5,313.79      Ending Balance  12,706.86  

            

          

Scaturro-Ellerthorpe Youth Ministry Fund      Memorial Account Detail:   
Investments       Building Expansion  808.17  
Mission Investment Fund 22,000.00      Capital Improvement Fund  954.03  
48 Shares Exxon/Mobil Common       Choir Music  465.45  
Payroll Account 6,500.00      Flag Fund  242.55  
Stock (Valuation Date 9/01/11) 4,184.12      Flood Repair  3,942.01  

Total Investments   32,684.12    Generator  350.00  
Available Cash       Inheritance  3,847.19  
Donated Cash (2,671.00)      Non Restricted  682.71  
Stock Dividends 420.72      Pavillion  94.00  
Investment Income 3,128.91      Sound System  74.48  

Total Cash   878.63    Sweatshirts  137.00  
Total Fund Balance  26,016.64    Tractor Fund  230.64  

       Youth Ministry Fund  878.63  
       Ending Balance  12,706.86  
            

 
SIMPLY GIVING:  A simple choice…A generous Choice. 

 

Simply Giving is a new automated giving program from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  It’s designed to help you 
conveniently, consistently and joyfully give financial gifts to our congregation’s ministry.  By participating in Simply 
Giving, you can use electronic funds transfer to give your weekly, semi-monthly or monthly offering to our congregation.  
To learn how you can participate in Simply Giving, contact Art McEvoy 828-9021.  Let Simply Giving help you build better 
stewardship by turning a simple choice into a generous response. 



 
 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE COMPARISON: 

 

   

2010 
JAN.     FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY JUNE JULY AUG.    SEPT. OCT. NOV.     DEC. 
156 190 222 260 200 176 135 144 190 187 225 236 

             

2011 
JAN.     FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY JUNE JULY AUG.    SEPT. OCT. NOV.     DEC. 
156 175 222 270 239 178 120 133 186 188 293 248 



 

  PASTORAL ACTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 FUNERAL  SERVICE:  

      12/  7/2011 – Bernice A. Smith (10/20/28--12/4/2011) 

      12/17/2011 – Bruce P. Venery, Sr. (3/20/40--12/12/2011) 
   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 WEDDING:   

      12/10/2011 – Brian G. Minto & Megan C. Hussey 
 

 RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS:   

      12/31/2011 – Hope & Pete Franz 
 

 

 

 

 

 






 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
   

 
Phone Number: (570)  828-7411 & 828-9069 E-Mail:        HTLC@ptd.net 

 
FAX Number: (570)  828-2346 Web Page:   www.htlcpa.org 

 
 

 
Habitat for Humanity:  (570) 828-1623 
  

 

                 LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 

JANUARY     
 1:  NEW YEAR‘S DAY 

          Communion Service at 10:30 AM 

  6:  EPIPHANY 

  8:  Pancake Breakfast 

16:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

21:  MLYF Youth Lock-In:  5 PM – 10 AM Sun. 

 

 

FEBRUARY     
  5:  Meatball Hero Sale:  $3.50 each 

  5:  Souper Bowl of Caring Day 

  5:  1st Communion Class Begins 

14:  Valentines Day 

17-19:  Youth Retreat at Koinonia 

20:  Presidents Day 

22:  ASH WEDNESDAY:  

       6:00 PM: Pot Luck Supper    

7:30 PM: Service with Communion 

 

MARCH      
 4:  Meatball Hero Sale 

11:  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

15:  1st Communion Spaghetti Dinner  

           Class Preparation:   4:30 PM 

           Dinner for Families:  6:00 PM 

18:   1st COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 

mailto:HTLC@ptd.net
http://www.htlcpa.org/


January  ~ PLEASE READ ~     2012 
NOTE TO WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:    Please post this schedule and make a note of the dates you are assigned to serve.    

 If you cannot serve, please call the church office as soon as possible.  828-7411. 
 

 

COMMUNION SUNDAYS are noted with a ―cò 

JANUARY 8TH   ~ FAMILY SERVICE AT 9:00 AM WITH GUITAR MUSIC. 
 

Assistants  
      In    
 Worship 

DATE COFFEE FELLOWSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM 

1/1   c    (No Coffee Fellowship on New Years Day )  No Choir 

1/8 C.Welsh-C.Ritter-J.Stryker-L.Panzer   9:00 AM Jr.~10:30 AM Sr. 

1/15 c     E.Kovell-S.Acker-M.Herrick-C.Staskowski   9:00 AM Sr. 

1/22 K.Reno-R.Boudreau-C.Heiselman-D.Reigel 10:30 AM Sr. 

1/29 V.Schatzle-M.Ramirez-K.Pintka No Choir 

 NOTE:  Carol Martin is our Coffee Fellowship Contact Person. 

               If you cannot serve, please call Carol at  828-2868  a.s.a.p. 
 

DATE 9:00 AM   USHERS:  10:30 AM   USHERS:      

1/1   c    (No 9 AM Service) L.Barish-H.Neumann 

1/8 J.Carey-L.Carey E.Chamberlin-A.Chamberlin 

1/15 c     C.Scholtes-R.Serrano-T.Hoover-B.Hupfer J.Teehan-G.Kanfer 

1/22 R.Hubbard-T.Slack B.Rice-R.Rice 

1/29 J.Joerger-R.Joerger J.McKenna-A.Nielsen 
 

DATE 9:00AM  LITURGISTS: 10:30AM  LITURGISTS: 9:00 AM ACOLYTES:   10:30 AM ACOLYTES:  

1/1   c    (No 9 AM Service) E.Chamberlin (No 9 AM Service) J.Simmons 

1/8 Family Service M.Tlusty C.Nagrowski-K.Bicskei S.Simmons 

1/15 c     E.Ibold K.Brancy A.Crapanzano-S.Simmons J.Simmons 

1/22 J.Carey R.Stryker T.Vadanza-K.Bicskei S.Simmons 

1/29 R.Laughlin G.Kanfer A.Miller J.Simmons 
 

 

      SCRIPTURE READERS                                     COMMUNION ASSISTANTS                                   

DATE 9:00 AM: 10:30 AM: 9:00 AM:   10:30 AM: 

1/1   c    (No 9 AM Service) R.Rice (No 9 AM Service) E.VanHouten-S.VanHouten 

1/8 Family Service G.Radloff   

1/15 c     T.Vasconi G.Kanfer R.Christensen-L.Gantzhorn K.Brancy-C.Welsh 

1/22 J.Williams K.Brancy   

1/29 M.Tlusty B.Foos   
 

 

                        SUNDAY GREETERS                                                    ALTAR GUILD                      

DATE 9:00 AM: 10:30 AM:   

1/1   c    (No 9 AM Service) M.Tlusty 1/1   c    M.Tlusty-C.Murray     (One Service at 10:30 AM) 

1/8 S.Urmston-H.Urmston E.Polyi-T.Polyi 1/8 No Communion 

1/15 c     A.Williams-L.Williams C.Martin-B.Murphy 1/15 c     H.Radloff 

1/22 C.Carlsen-C.Carlsen H.Radloff-C.Ritter 1/22 No Communion 

1/29 J.Joerger-A.Corrieri R.Barish-B.McCali 1/29 No Communion 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

OFFICERS:  COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
 

President . . . . . . . . 

Vice President . . . .   

V.P. Emeritis . . . . 

Secretary . . . . . . . .  

Assist. Treasurer . .  

George Hupfer 

Adam Williams 

Marty Bisher 

Connie Maillet 

Art McEvoy & 

Brian Krick 

Youth  . . . . . . . . . . . .    

Finance Secretary . . . 

Music & Worship . . . 

Property. . . . . . . . . . .     

Outreach . . . . . . . . . . 

Stewardship. . . . . . . .  

Education . . . . . . . . .  

Adam Williams & Kevin Bicskei 

Ruth Barish 

Margot Tlusty 

Kevin Bicskei 

Caroline Heiselman & Jim Carey 

Janet McKenna 

Dawn McEvoy 

 

ORGANISTS:  

  

George Radloff  

Raycharlyn Krasulski 

PIANISTS: 

 

Margot Tlusty 

Anna Jane Miller 

BAND: 

 

Art McEvoy  Danny Scerbo 

Wes Lambert 



L   L   L     January 2012     L   L   L  
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

NEW YEARS DAY     1 2      3      4      5 EPIPHANY       6 7 
    9:00 am No Sunday School 

 

  10:30 am Communion Service  

 

  1:00 pm Women of HT 

  7:00 pm LMM 

 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  9:30 am Friendship Bible Stdy 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 5&9 

 

 

 

 5:45 pm Junior Choir 

              (5:45 – 7:00 pm) 

 

 6:30 pm Soup Fellowship 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

10:00 am Music/Worship 

  7:00 pm Sr. Choir 

  7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 8 

 

  

 

 

7:45 pm Al-Anon 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 8 9  10 11 12 13 14 
   

  9:00 am Sunday School 

  9:00 am Family Worship Service – 

                  Jr. Choir 

10:30 am Worship Service-Sr.Choir  

12:00 pm Confirmation Class 

  1:00 pm MLYF Youth Group (Gr.6-8) 

  6:00 pm LYF Youth Group (Gr.8-12) 
  

   

  9:00 am NS Chapel 

  1:00 pm Women of HT 

  4:00 pm Jr. Girl Scouts 

  7:00 pm Church Council 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School  

  9:30 am Friendship Bible Stdy 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 5&9 

 

 5:00 pm Daisies 

 5:45 pm Junior Choir 

              (5:45 – 7:00 pm) 

 

 

 7:00 pm Cub Scout  

              Leaders 

   

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  7:00 pm Sr. Choir 

  7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  7:45 pm Al-Anon 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 

  Poconotes Articles Due  
 
  9:00 am Sunday School 

  9:00 am Communion Serv.-Sr.Choir  

10:30 am Communion Service  

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
  (Schools Closed) 

   

 

7:00 PM Book Club 

7:00 pm LMM 

 

  9:00 am NS Mickey Mouse 

  9:30 am Friendship Bible Stdy 

12:00 pm Outreach Committee 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 5&9 

 

  5:00 pm Daisies 

  5:45 pm Junior Choir 

              (5:45 – 7:00 pm) 

 

  9:00 am NS Mail Box Day 

  1:30 pm Twin Cedars 

  7:00 pm Sr. Choir 

  7:00 pm Boy Scouts  

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 8 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Cub Scout 

              Pack Night 

 

10:00 am JELYO Youth Group  

                 (Gr. 2-5) 

 

MLYF Lock-in 

(5:00 PM Fri—10:00 AM Sun.) 

 

 

  7:45 pm Al-Anon 

 22  23 24 25 26 27 28 
  9:00 am Sunday School 

  9:00 am Worship Service  

10:30 am Worship Service-Sr.Choir 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  1:00 pm Women of HT 

  4:00 pm Jr. Girl Scouts 

  7:00 pm Habitat for Humanity 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  9:30 am Friendship Bible Stdy 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 5&9 

  

  5:00 pm Daisies  

  5:45 pm Junior Choir 

              (5:45 – 7:00 pm) 

   

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  7:00 pm Sr. Choir 

  7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 8 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  7:45 pm Al-Anon 

 29  30 31     
  9:00 am Sunday School 

  9:00 am Worship Service – Set 10 

10:30 am Worship Service – Set 10 

 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  1:00 pm Women of HT 

  4:00 pm Jr. Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

 

  9:00 am Nursery School 

  9:30 am Friendship Bible Stdy 

  7:00 pm Cub Scouts-Den 5&9 

  7:00 pm Thrivent Mtg.  

 

    

 



