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~ February 22nd  ~ 
 

6:00 PM:  Covered Dish Supper 
7:30 PM:  Ash Wednesday Communion Service 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY is the first day of Lent.  Join us in Celebrating with a Service of Communion . 
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1st Communion Class  
For Youth in Grade 5  

 
Begins on Sunday, February 5th at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

 

  This 6-week class is for those youth in Grade 5 (or older if you have not taken this class). 

Please sign up on the Bulletin Board in the lobby. 
 

1st Communion Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, March 18th  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

103 DELAWARE CREST 

DINGMANS FERRY, PA  18328 
TELEPHONE:   570-828-7411 or 828-9069 

E-MAIL:  HTLC@ptd.net     ~    WEB PAGE:  ww.htlcpa.org 

  

PASTOR Rev. Niels H. Nielsen 
LAY ASSISTANT    Peg Hoover 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES Dawn McEvoy 
CHURCH SECRETARY   Andrea Nielsen 
  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Pre-K ɀ 'ÒÁÄÅ ρςɊȣȣ  9:00 AM 
REGULAR WORSHIP SERVI#%ȣȣȣȣȢȢȢ 9:00 AM 
#/&&%% &%,,/73()0ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢ 10:00 AM 
2%'5,!2 7/23()0 3%26)#%ȣȣȣȣȢȢȢ 10:30 AM 

(Holy Communion:  1st & 3rd Sundays) 
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òI therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling which you have been 

called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in lov e, making every 

effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.ó  ~ Ephesians 4:1-3 

 

MY WINDOW ON THE WORLD  (well, the parking lot)  
 

       Each morning that there is nursery school, I see cars pull up and 
parents and children make their way to the doors of the church.  
{ƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ Ǌǳƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƳ 
ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎΣ άǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
life worthy of the calling to which they have been called.  There are 
as many stories as there are people.  They come seeking the best 
for the children that are in their care.   
 

       He pulls up in a large GMC pickup truck.  He is a large man with 
a loud voice.  You might call him burly.  He jumps out of the truck, 
his red Phillies hat marking his loyalty.  A young boy jumps out and 
grabs his hand.  He is not running away today.  He whirls around to 
the back door and reaches in.  In what seems like an instant, he 
pulls out a carrier with a small baby in it.  He closes the doors with 

his boot and carries one grandchild in the carrier while holding onto the other with his other hand.  With humility 
ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΧIŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ  L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
this is the way he saw his life going, but love and loyalty, caring and family are a calling to ministry, to faith, to 
serving.    
 

     ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ άDƻŘ ŀǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ 
takes the eyes of someone else to see how God is active in the life of others.  I know this Grandfather.  He is a little 
rough around the edges.  He shows up in church for weddings, baptisms and an occasional Easter or Christmas.  He 
shows up every day for his grandkids, wife, step children and children.  I think the apostle Paul would have liked 
ƘƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
people in our everyday life.   
 

     ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ  άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΦέ  This is an activity that we can all engage in.  Look for Jesus in 
each other.  He is alive and well, living in the lives, hearts and trucks of people everywhere. 
 

     I will keep watching out the window. 
         Faithfully, 
         Pastor Niel  
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   A Note From Peg ï 
 

 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people doé 

                                                                                    ~  Hebrews 

10:25 

  
Many of you know that I was out of town just about every Sunday this past 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΩǎ a.! ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {/Σ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
celebrations in Reading and Harrisburg, and Christmas and New Years on 
board the cruise ship with both our kids, Tim and I were AWOL for four 

Sundays in a row.  We were back in town for most of the weekdays leading up to Christmas so I was working in the 
church office and food pantry ς L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
 

   LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾe been back and it felt - well - 
wonderful!  It was so good to see everyone again and so many of you asked about how my Christmas was and 
made me feel so good to be back and among some of the people I care most about.  And then I sat through the 
service and enjoyed the music of the choir and felt pastor speaking to me through his sermon and it just continued 
to get better.  I was reflecting this week on that feeling and it reminded me of something which I have known for 
quite some time but sometimes lose siƎƘǘ ƻŦΧΦ 
 

   L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ church. 
Sometimes that word means a place όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέύΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ activity 
όŀǎ ƛƴ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘΚέύΦ  hŦǘŜƴ church is used to describe an institution όƭƛƪŜ άIƛǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǿŀǎ 
ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέύΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
what church is all about. 
 

   I think the essence of church is your Christian family ς those people in your community and around the world 
who follow Christ and commit themselves to Him and to each other. 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǎtitution.  For 
Paul, the expression of church meant a personal relationship among Christians.  He most often compared the 
church to a human body. 
 

   In a body, all the parts and details are important, and they must function in harmony: 

 If one part of the body is sick or injured, then the entire body suffers. 

 ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǎƻƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ 

 Some parts are more visible, while others play a vital role on the inside.  Both types are necessary.  

 LŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƛǊŘ όŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊύΦ 
 

   LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
or think about the schedule of events.  Instead, look at the people.  Appreciate them for who they are, what they 
ƴŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άōƻŘȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴΦ 
Being part of the church means a lot more than attending a service on Sunday morning.  It involves an interactive 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōƻƴŘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ άǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƻƴ 
ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōƻŘȅέ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪ ƭƻƴƎΦ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ about: 

 Think of yourself as a participant rather than a spectator.  Get involved in things going on.  With everything 
going on here at Holy Trinity there is always something we can use help with. 

 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŜŀŎh day.  The measure of a good sermon is the 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΦ 

 Sometime try and sit in the front row ς ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ς not to 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛŜƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻŜǎ J 

 

   I would never give up the opportunity to spend Christmas with my son and daughter but I have missed my Holy 
¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  
 
      Til next time, 
      Peg 



 

Holy Trinity has four different youth groups.  See which one is for YOU!é 
 

 
 

JELYO é Jr. Evangelical Lutheran Youth Organization ï Grades 2 ï 5 (Saturdayôs once a 

month) 

 MLYF é. Middle Lutheran Youth Fellowship ï Grades 6 ï 8 (Confirmation Class Youth) 

        LYF ééLutheran Youth Fellowship ï Grades 8 ï 12 

             LYF/Lifeéé.Life after LYF ï Post high school  

 

 

Feb. 5:  Meatball Hero Sale ï  Preorder!      We have Take Out!    $3.50 each   

(Sun.) * Thank-you for supporting our summer youth programs.  

 

Feb. 5: Souper Bowl of Caring ï Our 7
th
 & 8

th
 graders will be collecting money for the food pantry. 

(Sun.)  

  

Feb. 5: First Holy Communion Class Begins ï Come to Godôs Table ï 9 AM 

(Sun.) * Class will meet in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School.  

 

Feb. 5: Confirmation Class - 12 Noon ï 1 PM  

(Sun.) MLYF Youth Group ï 1 PM ï 2PM, $2.00 for lunch. 

 

Feb. 5:   LYF Youth Group ï 6 PM ï 8 PM,  In the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Feb.17- 19: Winter Retreat @ Camp Koinoia, Highland Lakes, NY ï  (Grades 7
th
- 12

th
) 

(Sat. - Sun.)* Please sign-up on the bulletin board. Get your paperwork & money in ASAP!   

* $75.00 per person, $130.00 for two, ($25.00 deposit)  

* Leaving church 5 PM, DRIVERS ARE NEEDED!    

 

Feb. 25: JELYO Crafts & Games ï 10 AM ï 12 Noon, In the Fellowship Hall 

(Sat.)  * If we didnôt go snow tubing in January we may go snow tubing on this date. 

 

Mar. 18: First Holy Communion Sunday ï 9 AM & 10:30 Am Services  

(Sun.) * Youth will meet at 10 AM in the sanctuary for the class picture.  

 
 

 

Come and Join us for our first Winter Retreat.         (7th ° 12th grade)  

 

Winter Youth Retreat 
Camp Koinonia, Highland Lakes, NY. 

 

February 17th ° 19th  

 

$75.00 each, $130.00 for 2 in a family, Sign -up on the bulletin board!  

Leaving church at 5 PM, DRIVERS NEEDED!  
 

 

 

The Children of Holy Trinity are having 
 

òAnother Kind of Paper Driveó 
Now through February 28

th
  

 

When money is tight, paper products are low on the shopping list.  Miss Peg likes to 
help by giving paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, etc.) & personal 

hygiene products (soap, toothpaste, etc.) to her clients that visit the food pantry.  The Sunday School children 
want to help.  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ YƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
tŀǇŜǊ 5ǊƛǾŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ άhǾŜǊŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎέΦ  



Donations may be placed in the Food Pantry box in the lobby. 
Thank you for supporting our Sunday School Mission Project. 

Meatball Hero Sale  
Sunday, February 5 th  

Preorder!   Take Out!  
The money raised will help pay for our summer youth programs. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, February  5 th  
 

This is a 7th & 8th grade Sunday School Class Mission Project. 
-ÏÎÅÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ (ÏÌÙ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ &ÏÏÄ 0ÁÎÔÒÙȢ 

 

 

    

 

 

SATURDAY MARCH 10 th  

   SEATINGS :   Between  4:00 & 7:30 PM  
 

  DONATION :  $12.00 Adults     

                  $  6.00 Ch ildren 12 Yrs . &  under  
 

  MENU:        Pasta with a Variety of Sauces  

     Salad + Dessert + Coffee + Tea + Soda  
 

  TICKETS :     Call 828 - 7411 to Reserve Tickets & Time  

 

Funds raised will go towards the church generator.  

 

      
  

 
Thank You½s . . .  
+  To Pat Ottinger who helped with the Cookie Walk in December.  (apologies for omitting your name in the last newsletter.) 

+  To Barbara Rice for cleaning the altar paraments. 

+  To Art McEvoy and Sort Ouk for fixing the office computers. 

+  To Jean Tjornhom for helping with the Pancake Breakfast and to all those who supported our youth by attending the Breakfast. 

+  To all those who helped with the MLYF Youth Lock-In ~ Adam Williams, Kevin & Chrissy Bicskei, Dawn McEvoy, Pastor Niel & Andrea,   

     Dave Post, James Bulkley, and Ashley Stryker. 

+  To Caroline Heiselman, Eileen McGowan, and Sean Simmons for cleaning the church last month. 

+  To Jean Tjornhom for her many volunteer hours in the church office. 

+  To Eileen McGowan for all the time she volunteers in the Food Pantry Office and to all those who help to stock the pantry shelves when  

    food  deliveries come in ~ Ellen Polyi, Kate Jeffery, Valerie Wyka, Caren Shimanski, Jim Carey, Joyce & Bob Urban, Barbara Donlan and  

    the momôs from Nursery School ~ Lisa Adams, Lauren Reynolds, Tatijana Balan, Tracy Derr, & Donna Fucetola. 



 

HOLY TRINITY  

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS 
             

 Itõs winter and the snow has arrived.  Itõs time to bring out the riding toys 

that have been hiding in the basement.  We are lucky to have the space 

downstairs to play and use up some of that bottled up winter energy.   
 

 

 In January, we continued working on our letters and introduced shapes too.  During òLó 

Week we heard the lionõs roar (as we sang òIõm a Little Lionó) and wrote letters to our friends in 

class.  We mailed our letters during òMó Week visiting the Holy Trinity Nursery School Post Office.  

I am very proud how well the 4 -year-old class has progressed writing their names.  We have 

learned to say our full name and that we  live in Pennsylvania, so we will now learn the name of our 

community so we will be ready to ride the bus to school next year.  

 We celebrated M -Week with Mickey Mouse Day!  Show & Tell was great fun.  Everyone had a 

toy they were excited to share.  We lear ned a new exercise òMouserciseó and paraded for all the 

parents , too. 

To celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we sang the song òHeõs Got the Whole World in His 

Handsó and learned that God loves all of us.  Learning to be a good friend is a very important lesson 

for all preschoolers.  

 February looks like itõs going to be a busy month.  Olympic Day, Pajama Day and our 

Primary School Trip are coming up.  Keep your calendars handy.  

 

     òMiss Dawnó McEvoy ~ 4 Yr. Olds Teacher  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER . . .  

PLEASE ~ NO PEANUT BUTTER PRODUCTS.  We have two children who are allergic to peanut  

            butter.       
     

FEBRUARY  NURSERY SCHOOL SCHEDULE  - Wear your school shirt for trips & chapel.  

2/2  -  Tuition Due - $90.00 for February. 

2/2 -   Olympicôs Day ï Itôs ñOò wee.  Come join us at 10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall and see our Olympic Teams compete 

for their Olympic Metals. 

2/6 -   Pajama Day - Itôs ñPò week and we will celebrate by wearing our PJôs to school. 

 Pajama Parade at 11:15 AM 

2/13-  Nursery School Chapel - 9:15 AM.  All Parents are invited. 

2/14 - Valentine Party - We will have our traditional English Muffin Pizza Party for Valentines 

Day.  Sign up to bring goodies for our party.  There is a classroom mailbox to send Valentine 

Cards to your friends (class list on the back of the snack list. Please make sure all cards & 

party items are in the classroom the day before the party.   
2/16--20 -  Presidentôs Day Recess - We are closed on Thursday thru Monday (same as the public school).  School reopens on 

Tues, Feb. 21. 

2/23 - Primary School Trip  - 4 Year Olds Class Trip.  We will visit the Dingman-Delaware Primary School on Rt. 739 to 

tour the kindergarten classes and school.  A few parents are needed to drive at 9:15 AM.  Sign up with Miss Dawn if 

you can help. 

 

2012-2013 NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION - Registration Forms & Fees for next Fall were due back in the office by 

February 15th      If you are still interested in placing your child in Nursery School this fall, please submit your 

registration as soon as possible or call the church office at  828-7411. 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  ï March 12th and March 13th..  If you have not yet received a letter from the Primary 

School, please call 296-3130 to register. 

 

 



Generator Update:   Good News . . . Not Such Good News 
 
After an extended waiting time we have received our permit to begin work on the generator for 
the church.   The Outreach committee is taking this opportunity to be proactive in looking at 
ways to assist people in need during weather or other crisis.  The generator is being built and 
work is being done to prepare the site and the building.   The generator for the parsonage is 
already on site.   That is the Good News. 
 

¢ƘŜ άbƻǘ {ǳŎƘ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎέ ƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ aƻƴƻǇƻƭȅΦ  5o you remember the 
/ƘŀƴŎŜ /ŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ aƻƴƻǇƻƭȅΚ   hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά.!bY 9wwhwέΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
bank error in your favor . . .  in real life, this has been a bank error NOT in our favor.   When the 
entire Church Council met with the banker, he indicated that the adjustable rate mortgage 
would change as of December 2011.  This adjustment would cover the amount we needed to 
borrow to pay for the generator so that our church budget would not change.  This information 
is what the finance team and council presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting.  The 

congregation then voted at the annual meeting to purchase an automatic generator to power the church and a 
portable generator to be used at the parsonage along with transfer switches, wiring, a pad for the church generator 
and installation.   
 
In January, we found out that the banker made an error in reading our mortgage and the adjustment does not 
happen until December of 2012.  This means that we will need to come up with $3,600.00 to pay for the loan we 
now have for the generator in 2012.    
 
The first thing we did is put out a plea for anyone who was willing and able to 
make a donation of $300.00 dollars to cover a monthly payment.  This is a very 
challenging request, but you never know unless you ask.  We already have a 
donation of $350.00 from the Women of Holy Trinity (WELCA).  We thank 
them for their generous gift that gets us started.   In addition, we have already 
received another gift of $300.00 and promises for one more.   
 
Any amount that people would like to donate towards this first year of the loan will be much appreciated.   It is 
anticipated that in 2013, we will be covering the loan by using the reduction in the interest rate as we first planned.  
We will create opportunities and means for people to participate in this project and keep you updated. 
 
Our many thanks to the leaders of our congregation as they navigate through so many challenges that many 
people never even hear about.   I am proud of their faithful service, positive attitude and willful determination to 
ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  aŀȅ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Niel 
 
 

 

A Gift of Life                       

 
Update for those of you who read about a 16 year old Christopher Sommer  in the January 
Poconotes; Christopher received a heart the first week in January.  What a way to begin the new 
year.  He still has a long road to recovery; please keep him and his family in your prayers.  
 
For more updates one Christopher,  you can read about him on Facebook, òHave a Heart 4 
Christopher Sommeró  or https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Have -a-Heart-4-Christopher -
Sommer/2 94852173876630  This is a public page and does not require a login. 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Have-a-Heart-4-Christopher-Sommer/294852173876630
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Have-a-Heart-4-Christopher-Sommer/294852173876630


 
     

2012 ~ CELEBRATING 20  YEARS IN OUR BUILDING 
 

Bishop Z eiser preaches at Holy Trinity  
Sunday, April 29th  

 

 
 2012 marks our 20th year in our new church building.  We moved from the l ittle white church 
down the road, which is now the district court building, to our much bigger present site.  Since 
December of 1992 our church has certainly grown in so many ways.  Because of the additional space, we 
have been able to increase our programming to Sunday School, youth groups, food pantry, and 
community outreach to name a few.  Our sanctuary space, although sometimes overflowing into the 
lobby, is much more comfortable and welcoming.  
 
 Be sure to mark April 29 th on your calendar.  Bishop Samuel Zeiser, the bishop of the ELCA 
Northeast PA Synod, will be coming to visit us here at Holy Trinity to lead us in worship as part of our 
celebration year.  Watch for more information in upcoming newsletters.  
 
 

 

  Music and Worship 
 

 Greeting from the Music and Worship Committee!  I hope that the new year is bringing great joy and positive 

outlooks for everyone and that Jesus continues to grow stronger in everyone's hearts. 

 

 At the last committee meeting, a question arose that had all of us pondering on it. Why is the Hymn of Praise 

omitted in the service during Advent and Christmas?  I always thought it was a protocol followed by the Lutheran 

Church, but it isn't.  Pastor Niel looked it up and we found that it is taken out to keep with the concept of spiritual 

renewal.  That makes a lot of sense, since Christmas is followed by Epiphany and the baptism of Jesus, which can be 

considered a spiritual renewal.  Speaking of Epiphany, I remember as a child living in Germany, the celebration being 

very elaborate and called Three Kings Day. It was also considered a holiday.  I remember my Opa putting statues of 

the three kings above the doors and church lasted a few hours and all the church bells rang and were heard throughout 

the neighborhood.  The procession of the service was quite elaborate with the priest and deacons walking in with 

crucifixes and banners in hand while the organ played the processional on full blast!  The three kings were celebrated 

because they brought the news to the people that our Savior was born. That will always be a fond memory of my 

childhood as well as my communion. That will always be a strong connection for me to God.  I have lost my 

connection to God a few times, however it's back and I will never lose it again.  Even though I lost my way, God 

forgave me and still accepted me as His child of God.  Words cannot express my love and gratitude that I have for my 

Lord.  I thank Him everyday for giving me a second chance at renewing my faith and changing my life.  I live and 

work for Him now and do what I can to make Him proud of me. That is how I connect with God and for me, I receive 

a "spiritual renewal" every week when I come to church and listen to Pastor's sermons and share my gift of music. 

 

 So the question I would like to ask you is, how do you connect with God?  And what part of worship helps 

you connect to Jesus?  It can mean a lot of different things for everyone.  I would be very interested in getting some 

feedback from the congregation or whoever reads this. I would definitely appreciate it. 

 

 Until next month, let the Love and joyfulness of Jesus be in your heart each and every day.  And as Pastor 

says, "With God all things are possible!" 

 

       God Bless you always, 

       Margot Tlusty 
 


